


71ber's Camera:
10 Years of
Photostories

Since its launch as a blog and citizen-media platform in 2007, and
its transformation into a professional online magazine in 2012,
7iber has worked on capturing and documenting stories of average
people and the issues they face from the north to the south of
Jordan, in different journalistic formats, including documentary
photography.

In this exhibition, we get a glimpse of photostories captured by
more than 10 photographers who worked at 7iber or collaborated
with it between 2012 and 2022. Most of these stories are from
Jordan, but some are from Palestine and Egypt.

From the guards of telecommunication towers in the black desert
near the Iragi Jordanian border, to fishermen in Agaba holding on
to this work despite all the obstacles they face, and from camel
herders on the Saudi-Jordanian border in Wadi Dahek, to Egyptians
who work under gruesome conditions in stone quarries deep in the
southern desert in Maan, these photos take readers into places
they seldom get access to, bring them stories of marginalized
people and communities often absent from mainstream media
coverage, and document critical events that took place in Jordan
over the past 10 years, giving examples of 7iber's continued quest
to help its readers better understand the context and nuances of
socio-political and socio-economic transformations in Jordan and
the region.

Photos by:

Ali Saadi, Hussam Hasan, Momen Malkawi, Mohammed Zakaria,
Basel Yazouri, Mo'awia Bajis, Anne Paq, Sherbel Dissi, Emad Zyoud,
Mosa'ab Elshamy, Doaa Shahin, Mohammad Ghbari, Shaker Jarrar,
Yazan Melhem.

All the exhibited photos are available for purchase, and by
buying a print you can support 7iber’s journalism and
knowledge production, and contribute to its sustainability.
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Price List
Sizes Price (JOD) Editions
20%*30 45
24L*36 65 20
30*45 120
40*60 200 13
50*75 300
60*90 400 7

Jlenill anila
daalinll Juill aac _
6)gn Ja go gull (Ligally) ysanll paall
45 30*20
20 65 36*24
120 45*30
13 200 60*40
300 75*50
7 400 90*60

Most photographs are available in all sizes.

To buy a print, please fill out this form.

For sales inquiries, please contact sales@?7iber.com
or 077 - 022 4630 with the desired image code and size.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9AwKlVsvpgOjkBYaRAUG1TbZr8Jw37Iq8_729OBEPbD5-bA/viewform
http://sales@7iber.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9AwKlVsvpgOjkBYaRAUG1TbZr8Jw37Iq8_729OBEPbD5-bA/viewform
http://sales@7iber.com
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Momen Malkawi, 2021

At the beginning of winter in 2021, a group of water dams in Jordan nearly
or completely dried up, most notably the Mujib Dam, Al-Wala Dam, and
King Talal Dam. The combined capacity of these dams constitutes 38% of
the storage capacity of all Dams in Jordan.
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Momen Malkawi, 2021

Most of Jordan's dams are used for irrigation and recharging of
underground reservoirs, and some are used for industrial purposes such
as the production of electricity. Three dams are used exclusively for
drinking water: Al-Wahda Dam, Wadi Al-Arab Dam, and Al-Mujib Dam,
which appears in the picture with dead fish in it as a result of drought.
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Momen Malkawi, 2021

By ground charging Al-Hidan and Al-Wala reservoirs by 3.3 million cubic
meters annually, Al-Wala Dam partly covers the Kingdom's drinking water
needs.
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Momen Malkawi, 2021

In the rainy season between 2020 and 2021, the total amount of rain
stored by dams amounted to only 30.4% of their storage capacity. The
King Talal Dam, shown in the photo, is Jordan’s second largest dam.
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In recent decades, camels have lost the prominence they once held in Bedouin
life, as their numbers in Jordan decreased from 50,000 in the 1980s to about
10,000 today. In Wadi Al-Dahik, close to Al-Omari Border Crossing between
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, there are still a few camel herders, who, until the end
of the seventies, were able to cross the border after obtaining special
permission from the Jordanian Badia Forces and the Saudi authorities.
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https://www.facebook.com/7iber/videos/496386695817542
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“No one from my family or the guys’ families know that we do this job. If “Stone-carrying” is a profession based on transporting medium-sized H H 2016
they find out, they wouldn’t let us go to Jordan again,” says Yasser, who stones from quarries to trucks in preparation for their transfer to “crush- ussam Hasan,
started this profession as a young man at the age of nineteen and is now ers”, where they are cut before being sent to the market. About 220 km south of Amman, in the depths of the desert of Ma'an

Governorate, lies a group of limestone quarries, which are of the best and
most expensive types of stone in Jordan. Despite the use of modern
equipment in the process of extracting stones, an important part of the
process of transporting these huge rocks is still based on human effort.

46 years old.
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Hussam Hasan, 2016

“The real disaster is not that you get injured,” says Tal'at Mansour, who has
been working in this profession for 23 years. “It is that you suffer from a
herniated disc and stop working as many of us have.”
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https://www.7iber.com/society/jordan-quarry-workers/
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Sherbel Dissi, 2021

When temperatures rise, many families flock periodically to resorts around the
Husban stream in the Naour District to swim in its cool waters, since other
areas where there is water in Jordan are often inaccessible to these families,
due to their high entry fees compared to the stream.
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https://www.7iber.com/society/jordan-quarry-workers/
https://www.7iber.com/environment-urban/صور-هروب-من-الحر-إلى-سيل-حسبان/?%3E
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The area of land cultivated with wheat in Jordan has steadily declined from
more than four million dunums in 1965, to almost 512 thousand dunums in
1995, to approximately 138 thousand dunums in 2018. Today, Jordan's wheat
production does not suffice its needs for more than two weeks a year at best.
This decline is caused by many factors, including the fragmentation of agricul-
tural property, changes in land regulation laws, rainfall decline, reluctance to
work in agriculture, and the flooding of the market with imported wheat, all of
which are factors we have explored in several in-depth reports and stories on
7iber.
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https://www.7iber.com/politics-economics/why-jordan-stopped-producing-wheat/
https://www.7iber.com/society/بالصور-ما-تبقى-من-زراعة-القمح-في-الأرد/
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Mohammed Zakaria, 2018

“Dry bread for sale, broken and pounded in all quantities. Super

clean, for sheep and cows.”
- From an advertisement on the Opensooq website, a free
classified ads website.
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https://www.7iber.com/politics-economics/reusing-stale-bread/
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Momen Malkawi, 2020 Tibnah's old olive oil press in Al-Kourah district is one of four remaining
The “Marhaba” olive oil press in Al-Kourah district in the southwest of traditional presses still operating in Jordan up to this moment. These
Irbid governorate is another one of four traditional presses still operating presses use flint stone for pressing olives to produce a distinctive oil that
in Jordan, all in Al-Kourah district. This press is known in the area as “Um differs in taste and color from the oil produced by more modern presses.

Ziyad's Press", named after Nawal Al-Alam (90 years old), the widow of
Ibrahim Khreisat, who co-founded it with 34 people from the village more
than seventy years ago. Um Ziyad still helps in the process of pressing
olives to this day.
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https://www.7iber.com/society/معاصر-الزيتون-القديمة-والحديثة/?%3E
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Mohammed Zakaria, 2019

Zahra Olando was in her mid-twenties when she left Pakistan in 1967 with
her husband and their two children, who were two and seven years old at the
time, to settle in Jordan, joining other Pakistani families who had preceded
them here and worked in the cultivation of tobacco and vegetables. Zahra gave
birth to three more sons and a daughter in Jordan, and her family and other
Pakistani families still practice the same pattern of work: they lease farms,
and they move with the seasons between the Jordan Valley and the adjoining
slopes.
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https://www.7iber.com/society/four-generations-of-pakistanis-in-jordan-stuck-between-two-countries/
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In a shaded area on the side of the highway adjacent to the southern thag wjg Ailuyog Jauwg 4nag ggiljg Cuj go «aiwll
i e -.S/iJ-"j' Jordan Valley, Hala, 13, works dur.ing her summer vacat.ion by picking . Momen Malkawi, 2022
mallow leaves and packing them in bags to sell to passing cars. Her goal in
wAlalljge A mgLJc'Dd: E;LCIUQ» order to become a salary earner in the future is to finish the Tawjihi and 74-year-old Ratib Al-Rabadi’s farm lies on the foot of Al-Rabad Castle in
“Jghul ailo» join the General Security, in order to get out of what she describes as the the area of Al-Midan west of the city of Ajloun. He established the farm in
circle of hardship in which the people of her community are trapped in the mid 80s and planted it with vineyards, olive trees, fruits, and aromatic
Al-Ghor. herbs. Ratib also acquired a herd of goats for dairy production, and bought

incubators for hatching poultry. In the middle of August of each year, the
time comes for the grape harvest, and with it comes the production of
raisins and winemaking that he learned from his mother, who learned it
from her mother. He says that generations have inherited this craft in a
region where wine was made alongside the rest of the yearly nutritional
supply of food staples such as oil, olives, jameed, ghee, jams, raisins and
dried figs.
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https://www.7iber.com/society/mulukhiyah-in-ghor-el-safi/
https://www.7iber.com/society/عن-صناعة-النبيذ-البيتيّ-في-الأردن/
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Hussam Hasan, 2016

Along the main street that connects the villages of Deir Alla, there are scat-
tered informal settlements, almost like small villages, that began emerging in
the 1980s. They are inhabited by Egyptian daily wage labourers who work in
the nearby farms, built using primary agricultural materials. Most of them
come from the Sohag governorate, which some describe as “the capital of
poverty in Egypt”
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https://www.7iber.com/society/egyptian-workers-living-in-slums-jordan/?%3E
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Basel Yazouri, 2015

The sea is the only outlet for residents of the Gaza Strip, and it constitutes a
rich source of food despite all the Israeli restrictions and aggressions, which
fishermen face daily at sea. In addition, occupation forces impose a naval
blockade on fishing areas and restrict access to a distance of three nautical
miles only, which affects the quantity of fishing.

When the weather gets bad, the boats anchor and the fishing stops, and that's
when the surfers show up.

“I have been practicing this sport since | was 12 years old," says Taha Bakr.
“It's the only way | can express my thoughts freely.” He adds that there are
limited days to enjoy this sport, and this is where the danger lies, because the
waves that suit the surfers must be of great heights, and those only exist in
the winter season during storms.
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https://www.7iber.com/2015/02/gaza-sea-only-destination/?%3E
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Basel Yazouri, 2015

Abu Ala‘a, 60 years old, is a resident of Beit Hanoun, which was subjected to
devastating bombardment during the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip in
the summer of 2014. Abu Ala’a and his family took refuge in the Jabalya
preparatory school for boys in Jabalya Camp, where the living conditions lack
the minimum necessities of life and basic human needs. After two weeks of
this displacement, as things began to calm down, he and some residents of
Beit Hanoun were able to return to their neighborhood, only to find that his
house was one of only four houses that were not completely destroyed, so he
returned with some of his family members to add life to the gray color of their
neighborhood and get by with what was left of it. “Anything is better than life
at the school,” he says. (Abu Ala'a appears on the left of the photo with his
neighbors.)
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https://www.7iber.com/2014/08/photos-from-gaza-return-to-rubble/?%3E
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Anne Paq, 2018

On their way to their workplaces in 1948-occupied Palestine, thousands of
Palestinian workers gather everyday in front of the occupation checkpoints.

Among those checkpoints is Checkpoint 300, located in the occupied city of
Bethlehem. Although the occupation authorities do not open the checkpoint
until 5 am, the long distance between the workers’ residences and the check-
point requires many of them to leave their homes at midnight, so that they can
reserve their turn at the checkpoint before it opens.
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alimllg agoll Juilagw In late 2015, hundreds of Sudanese refugees in Jordan staged a sit-in in the
front yard of the UNHCR headquarters in Amman, in an attempt to pressure
the UNHCR into providing them with more support and expediting their
resettlement procedures. The Jordanian security forces ended the sit-in, which
lasted for nearly a month, by detaining the protesters and then forcibly de-
porting them to Sudan.
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Ali Al-Ghayath, 30, works as a guard for a telecommunications tower on the
highway leading to Al-Ruwaished in the northeastern Badia, in a part of the
desert covered with black volcanic rocks, where he set up a tent in which he
lives with his mother, sister and brother. It is Ali's responsibility to protect the
tower from theft around the clock. He receives a monthly salary of 250 Jorda-
nian dinars, without social security or days off, but he does not think of leaving
the place, as there aren’t many job opportunities in Al-Ruwaished for a young
man without citizenship, who has not completed his primary education.
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Ali Saadi

In 1985, the year in which UNESCO declared Petra a World Heritage Site, the
Jordanian government forcibly moved more than a hundred families from the
Bdoul tribe who lived inside the caves at the archaeological site and relied on
tourism for their income, in addition to livestock grazing and agriculture. They
were resettled in the village of Umm Sayhoun, which was built on an area of
two square kilometers, on a cliff sandwiched between two deep valleys, and a
few minutes walk from the archaeological site.

Forty-two families remained in the caves surrounding the archaeological site
in the areas of Sutouh Al-Nabi Haroun and Al-Bat-ha’a. During the three
decades that followed the move, the population of Umm Sayhoun reached
nearly 4,000. As its buildings expanded randomly and rapidly, the village grew
too small for its residents, which prompted some of them to return to the
caves.
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Ali Saadi, 2020

Nawaf Zalabiyeh sells fuel to the cars of tour guides in Wadi Rum and to
the residents of Rum village. He sells camel fodder as well. He is
responsible for providing for his family of nine, and before the pandemic,
used to sell 20 jerrycans of fuel which he brought daily from gas stations
on the desert highway. Shops that sell fuel in the village prevail for two
reasons: most of the inhabitants’ cars are unlicensed; therefore, they

cannot go out onto the desert highway where police patrols are deployed.

Moreover, the nearest gas station is far away.

Nawaf's sales decreased to between three and four jerrycans per day
after tourism stopped, and he started going once a week or every week
and a half to fuel stations. His sales of camel fodder also decreased, as
many people started leaving their camels to graze in the wilderness.
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Suleiman Zalabiya, 37, has been working in tourism in Wadi Rum since he
was a child.

“Had it not been for tourism, Rum would have been buried in the sand,” he
says.
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In the village of Al-Baydha, next to the archaeological site of “Little Petra”
a few kilometers north of Petra’s main archaeological site, the population
relies heavily on tourism. With the pandemic, they returned to herding
animals, awaiting relief.
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Zoro, a 13-year old mule, was bought by Salem Al-Bdoul in 2018 for 1700
Jordanian dinars to transport tourists inside Petra. With the COVID-19
crisis, Salem locked Zoro locked in a corral where he feeds it and takes
care of it, since it's his only investment. Zoro eats three bags of barley a
month, which cost ten Jordanian dinars each, in addition to two bunches
of alfalfa.
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The years 2017-2019 ushered in good tourism seasons in Jordan in
general, and in the regions of Petra and Wadi Rum in particular, where the
tourism sector recovered after big setbacks it witnessed during the years
of the Arab Spring. Unfortunately with the spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in the world, and the Jordanian government's closure of tourist
sites and airports to confront its spread, the sector collapsed again;
tourism was not only disrupted in these two regions but came to a com-
plete halt, and life there was paralyzed.


https://www.7iber.com/society/البترا-وكورونا/?%3E

1 e s/l
dipn L_LCILD wals «amlai gulill»
Lg_lb.nl Lle didell a clowllan

o ek

2020 s Saeull lc A18

.ajxgewll olinll Laanll ggapl UQ.UJJJJIUQJLLD.Ilub 1982 plell (sin
amdcababaﬂonmaLmULaJszanuchluLaclua Igszmp.g.LﬁJ

gag maﬂlp@pﬁymmﬂnmpg.dﬁplm,uxg.dag}mulpul
éuilall aillakhunnll dijlédn CLDLLI.IJ|d.L|.CICIJ|.IJ| ara ayll alnall ggii pe)
gin| ,UJJLLDJI e lg.u.n.lJI Jo ajoll algiwll e elld i .gyglanll
Anlung dring ol wluwil )il dédanll alnll ju4 puwd Jll Jgngll

.ain agjallg j)adl I Jgjill dnjln aiclgn ajaig

Ali Saadi, 2020

Until 1982, Jordanian fishermen used to go out to fish in Saudi Arabian
waters. However, they were prevented from doing so following the
announcement of what is known as the Jeddah Convention to preserve
the environment of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, which severely
affected them because it confined them to the sea in Aqaba, which
despite the diversity of its marine life, is less abundant compared to the
neighboring water bodies. Over the years, this was followed by more
restrictions on fishermen by denying access to a large part of the
Jordanian local waters for security, environmental, and tourism reasons,
and setting restrictions on the times for entering and leaving the sea.
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Adel Najem, 39, comes from a family of fishermen. He started
accompanying his father fishing at 6 years old, then dedicated his time to
helping him full time at the age of 12, since family circumstances did not
allow him to continue his school education. For 27 years, his days have
been interrelated with the fish cycle. On this day, he returned with nearly
two hundred kilograms of sardines. As soon as he arrived, he began to
release them from the net to the floor of the boat, before weighing them
and submerging them in ice.
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Ibrahim and Nimah Al-Qudah married in 1964 and started their family of
ten sons and daughters in the town of Mohi, south of Karak, relying on
livestock herding. They taught four daughters at university and married
off two sons, making their living solely by herding and milking the sheep
and making jameed.
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Yousef Al-Qudah did not want to work in the government sector like his When Suha Al-Qudah forms the Jameed balls with a rhythmic sound, her
older brother, nor in the security services like his younger brothers, as his nephew thinks she is drumming and gets up to dance. But she says this
father's profession of livestock herding intrigued him, and he decided to process requires great effort to make sure that no air bubbles enter the
fully devote himself to it after he finished high school. His mother, jameed balls and cause them to rot.

howeuver, says his profession is the reason he is still yet to marry. “The

women of today would ask, what does he do? He's a shepherd?”, she says. .
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s Jgd «diljaio £91200 gy lua ‘S"LGJJ'” gani g anallo “Football comes after prayer and our parents. Football is something else

Hussam Hasan, 2016 for us, we are willing to pay everything to watch and play football.
:Alnlljge a padll a4 In Rio de Janeiro in 2016, Hussein Ashish was the first Jordanian boxer to
" L,piil U aljlin gc ¢l reach the quarter-finals of the Olympic Games. He trained at the Jordan
) Youth Club in Al-Baga'a Refugee Camp, which nurtured and graduated
many world-class boxing champions. “The camp practically raised me, but
every day the situation goes from bad to worse. If | didn't play boxing,
perhaps | would be smoking 200 types of drugs,” says Hussein.
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Mosa'ab Elshamy, 2014

Sadat is one of the first and most famous Mahraganat singers in Egypt, a
popular genre of Egyptian music. Along with Figo, Fifty, and Amr Haha, Sadat
had the biggest role in introducing this music from the streets of EI-Salam city
in Cairo more than 10 years ago. His YouTube channel “Sadat EI 3almy”
garnered more than 1.3 million subscribers, with its total number of views
reaching almost 2.5 million. Sadat's childhood was influenced by Bob Marley
and Tupac; he hung their pictures on the wall of his room alongside his own
pictures.

The largest segment of Sadat's fans and of Mahraganat enthusiasts are
children and young people, who memorize his words by heart and follow him
from one wedding party to another.
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“Who does the street belong to? It's ours.” This is what Salah Jahin wrote in the
song of the film “An Egyptian Story", and this is what the Parkour Egypt
performances on the street suggest.

Parkour is based on the idea of moving from one point to another using your
physical strength and your ability to use the obstacles in your way, such as
walls, stairs, and poles, to make them support your movement rather than
hinder it.

However, the members of the Parkour team of Egypt face challenges when
practicing their favorite sport in public places. Sometimes people think that
they are thieves trying to break into a building. At other times security forces
stop and interrogate them, only letting them go after they pledge not to play in
the city center again.
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From demonstrations expressing popular anger in response to the murder of
Jordanian pilot Muath Al-Kasasbeh at the hands of “ISIS". February 6, 2015.
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Ali Saadi, 2012

Before prime minister Abdullah Ensour completed his interview on Jordan TV
on November 13, 2012 in which he spoke about his decision to raise fuel
prices, thousands took to the streets in many Jordanian governorates in large
and violent protests that lasted for six days as a reaction to the decision. This
wave of protests was then called “The Tishreen [November] Uprising.” This
uprising was not isolated from the protests that the country witnessed since
the beginning of political mobilization at the end of 2010, but it was the most
clear expression of the rejection of the economic and political policies that the
state pursued in the previous years, and it was a milestone event in its form,
size, and scope, as well as its method of expression, and the social groups that
participated in it.
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What began as a strike opposing amendments to the income tax law on May
31, 2018 developed into a series of widespread protests in the vicinity of the
Fourth Circle in Amman and in various governorates of the Kingdom, against
the government’s economic policies, forcing the resignation of Hani Al-Mulki's
government. The newly appointed PM Omar Al-Razzaz immediately withdrew
the proposed income tax law (and returned a few months later with a new
proposal not much different from its predecessor). Throughout the week-long
protests, security forces prevented demonstrators from reaching the Fourth
Circle.
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On Saturday, July 25, 2020, Jordanian teachers woke up to the news of the
closure of the twelve branches of the Teachers Syndicate, its suspension
from work, and the arrest of the 13 members of its executive council after
they were charged with financial misconduct and inciting measures. This
prompted thousands of teachers to protest in various governorates of the
Kingdom, including the demonstration above, which was called for by the
Teachers Syndicate branch in Irbid on the second day of Eid Al-Adha, and
the number of participants was estimated at more than 2,500 people.
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Yazan Melhem, 2018

On Thursday, February 14, 2019, more than 60 unemployed people
decided to walk a distance of 350 km from Agaba to Amman to demand
work. Other unemployed people joined them on the way, from Aqaba and
elsewhere in Jordan. After a week of walking, their number exceeded 150.
Among those who joined the march from Al-Mafraq was 31-year-old
Khaled Al-Khalidi. He worked for 13 years in a coffee shop in the Arab
Revolt Plaza in Aqaba, but his work there ended when the coffee shop
was demolished in favor of an investment project. Al-Khalidi returned to
Al-Mafraq and worked in a coffee shop there for two weeks, and left soon
afterwards as he worked daily for 12 hours for eight dinars, where he had
two dinars left after his food and cigarettes expenses. “Two Jordanian
dinars a day, what can I do with them?! My dream is just like any other
young man: to get married and have a family. | want to dress up and go
out. That's the only thing | want in this world,” says Al-Khalidi.
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During the month of Ramadan in 2021, a popular uprising took place in
Palestine that united the Palestinians throughout its land and abroad,
from the Ribat in Al-Agqsa Mosque and confronting the enemy at the
Damascus Gate, to clashing with it at the West Bank military checkpoints
and burning its police cars and municipal headquarters in 1948-occupied
Palestine, all the way to the Palestinian resistance in Gaza capturing this
historical moment and launching the battle of the “Sword of Jerusalem.”

In Jordan, throughout the uprising, demonstrations took place in the
country’s governorates and in Amman, from downtown and near the
“Israeli” Embassy, all the way to the border area separating Jordan and
Palestine, in solidarity with and support for the Palestinian people in their
continuous confrontations with the occupation, in support of the
resistance, in rejection of normalization policies and the import of gas
from “Israel”, and to demand the expulsion of the Zionist ambassador
from Amman.
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Shaker Jarrar, 2019

Al-Baqoura and Al-Ghamr are two agricultural areas, one in northern
Jordan and the other in the south, occupied by “Israel” in 1950 and 1968,
consecutively. After signing the Wadi Araba Treaty in 1994, Jordan was
content with Israel’s recognition of Jordan's sovereignty over the areas,
and agreed to include them under a “special regime” that guarantees
"ownership rights to private lands and Israeli owned interests.” This status
remains in force for twenty-five years, and is automatically renewed for
similar periods as long as neither party notifies the other of its intention
to terminate this annex one year prior to its expiry.

At 7iber, we had published a report in October 2017 titled, "Will Jordan
reclaim Al-Baqoura and Al-Ghamr from Israel” next year?” in which we
explored the issue from its various historical, political, and legal angles.
This report was followed by intense media coverage by a large number of
local media outlets and opinion writers, with popular, parliamentary, and
partisan pressure for months. Subsequently, the King announced on
October 21, 2018 the termination of the Baqoura and Ghamr annexes of
the peace agreement.
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